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Tothe Reader. 
Ood Reader, although her Maieſties 
moſt milde and gracious gouernement 
bee ſufficient to it ſelfe againſt 
thoſe moſt ſlaunderous of hea- 

theniſh & vnnatural tyrannie and cruel! 

© 2 tertures pretẽded to haue bene executed 
Je 
& others, aſw a Ieſuites an 
re 
forreine countries and Princes Courtes, as alſo inſinuated 
into the hearts of ſome of our owne countrie men and her 
Maieſties Subiectes: Yet ſor thy better ſatiſſaction I haue 
conferred with a very honeſt Gentlemi whom I knew to 
haue good & ſuffichent meanes to deliuer the trueth 
againſt ſuch of lyes and ſhameles ſlaun- 
ders in that behalfe, which he and other that 
do know & haue affirmed the ſame will 

at all runes iuſtifie. And for thy fur- 
ther aſſurance and ſatiſſaction 
herein, he hath ſer downeto 


tth. Fut, chat the fozmes of copture in chetr ſeneritte 
oz rigour ot execution, haue not bene ſich and in ſuch maner 
perfourmed.as the lclaunderers and feditlous libellexs baue 

A. ui. ſclaunderouſly 


force whereby the bull of her Maieſties depꝛiuation might 


ſtlaunderoully and malitiouſly publiſhed. And that euen the 


p)incipall offender Campion himſelfe, who was ſent and 
came from Rome and continued here in ſundrie cozners of 
the Realme, hauing ſecretly wandered in the greateſt part 


ot the ſhieres of Englande in a diſguiſed ſozt,to the intent to 


make ſpectall pzeparation of treaſons, and to that ende & fox 
furtherance of thoſe his laboꝛs, ſent ouer fo2 moze helpe and 


_ aſſiſtance, and cunningly and traiterouſly at Rome befoze 


he came from thence, pꝛocured tolleration foz ſuch pꝛepared 
rebela to keepe themſelues couert vnder pꝛetence of wo | 
pozarie and permiſſiue obedience to her aieſtie the ſkate 
ſtanding as it doth , but fo ſoone as there were ſufficient 


bee publikely executed, they ſhoulde then ioyne altogether 
with chat foꝛce vpon peine of curſe and damnation: that very 
Campion, J ſap, befoze p̊ conference had him by learned 
men in» Tower, wherin he was charitably vled, was neuer 
ſo racked, but þ he was ꝑꝛeſently able to walke, e to mite, 
e did pꝛeſently waite & ſufcribe al his confeſſions, as by the 
oziginales thereof map appeare. A hozrible matter is alſs 
made of» ſtaruing of one Alexander Bꝛiant, how he ſhould 
eate clay out of p walles, gathered water to dꝛinke from the 
dꝛoppings of houſes, th ſuch other falſe oſtentations of im⸗ 
manitie: where 5 truth is this, p whatſoeuer Bꝛiant ſuffered 
in want ol foode, he ſuffered the ſame wilfully & of extreme 
impudent obſtinacie againſt p minde & liking of thoſe that 


de alt w him. For certaine traiterous wuitings being fo * 


about him, it was thought conuenifc by conference of hands 
to vnderſt and whole wꝛiting they were, # thereupon he be⸗ 
ing in her Maleſties name commaunded to wiite, which he 
coulde very well doe, and being permitted to him to waite 
what he woulde himſelfe,in theſe termes, that if he liked not 
to white one thing, he might vnite an other oz what he lyſted 
(which to doe being charged in her Paieſties name was his 
duetie, and torefuſe was diſlopall and vndutitull:) pet the 


man woulde by no mcanes be induced to wyite any thing at 
fl 
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all, Then was it commanded to his keeper to gtue dnto him 
ſuch meate, dzinke, and other conuenient neceſſaries as he 
woulde wite foz, and to foꝛbeare to giue tim any thing fox 
which he would not mite. But Bꝛiant being thereof aduer⸗ 
tiled and oft moued to witte,perſiſting lo in his curſt heart 
by almoſt two dayes and two nightes, made choiſe rather to 
lack foodc, then to white fo2 5; ſuſtenance which hee might 


readely haue had foz wiiting,# which he had indede redely & 


plentifully, ſo ſoone as he wzote, And as it is ſapde of theſe 
two, lo is it ts be truely ſayde of other, with this, that there 

was a perpetuall care had, and the Queenes ſeruantes the 
Talarders, whoſe office and act it is to handle the racke, 
were euer by thoſe that attended the examinations ſpecially 
charged, to vſe it in as charicable maner as ſuch a thing 


might be. , 


Decondlp it is ſaid, and likewiſe offered to be iultified, 
p neuer any of theſe Seminartes, oz ſuch other pꝛetended 
Catholiques which at any time in her Paieſties raigne 
haue bene put coÞ racke, were vpon the Racke oz in other 


. £0zture demanded any queſtio of their ſuppoſed conſcience, 


as what they beleeued in any point of doctrine oz faich, as 


the Maſſe, Cranſubſtantiation, oz ſuch like:but onely with 


what perſons at home, oꝛ ab2oad,and touching what plats, 
pꝛactiſes and conferences they had dealt about attempts a⸗ 
gainſt her Pateſties eſtate oꝛ perſon, oʒ to alter the Lawes 


aof the Realme fo; matters ot Religion, by treaſon oz by 


fozce , and howe they were perſwaded them ſelues, and 
did perſwade other touching the Popes bul and pꝛetenſe 
of authozitie, to depoſe Rings and Pꝛinces, and namely, 
fo2 depziuation of her Maieſtie, and to diſcharge ſubiectes 


krom their allegeance, expꝛeſling herein alway the Ringlp 


powers and eſtates, and the ſubiectes allegeance ciuilp, 


without mentioning oz meaning therein any right that 
the Queene as in right of the Crowne, hath ouer perſons 


Eccleſiaſticall being her ſubiectes. Jn all which cales, 
Campion & the rell neuer anſwered plainelp, but ſophiſti- 
Aa.iti, cially 


cally, veceicuully and traiteroufly, retraining their cone 
feſſion of allegeance onely to the pe rmi ſſiue fozme of the 
Popes toleration, As fo} example, if they were aſked, . 


whecher they did acknowledge them ſelues the Queenes 
ſubiectes and woulde obey her, they woulde ſay, Yea :fox 
ſo they had leaue io a time to doe, But adding moe ts the 
queſtion, and they being aſked, if thep woulde ſo acknows 
ledge and obey her any longer then the Pope woulde ſo 
permit them, oz not withſtanding ſuch commandement as 
the Pope woulde oz might giue to the contrarp, then they 
eyther refuſed ſo to obey, o denyed to anſwere, oʒ ſaid, that 
they coulde not anſwere to choſe queſtions without daun⸗ 
ger: which very anſwere without moze ſaping, was a 
plainc anſwere to all reaſonable vnderſtanding, that chep 
woulde ns longer be ſubiectes, no2 perſwade other to be 
ſubiectes, then the Pope gaue licence, And at their very 
arraignement when they laboured to leaue in the minds of 
the people and ſtanders by, an opinion that they were to 
dye, not fo) treaſon,but fo2 matter of faith and conſcience 
tu doctrine, touching the ſeruice of God, without any at- 
tempt oz purpoſe againſt her Pateſtte, they cryed our 
that they were true ſubiectes,and did and would obep and 
ſerue her Paieſtie. Immediatelp, to pzone whether that 
"© bypocriticall and ſophiſtical ſpeach extended to a perpetu⸗ 
itie of their obedience, oz to ſo long time as the Pope ſo 
permitted,o2 no,thep were openly in place of Judgement 
aſked by the Queenes learned counſell, whether thep 
would ſo obey and be true ſubiectes, if the Pops comman- 
ded the contrary: they plainely difcloſcd them ſelues in an- 
were, ſaping by the mouth of Campion, this place (meas 
ning the Court of her Bench)hath no power to 
enquire 02 tudge of the holy Fathers authozitie, and other 
anſwere they would not make, 
Thirdly, that none ol them haue bene put to the racke 02 
toture, no not fo; the matters of Treaſon, oz partnerſhip 


of treaſon oz ſuch like, but where it was firſt knowen and 
euldentlx 


eufvently pzobable by fozmer defections , confeſſions, ann 
other wiſe, that the partie ſo racked, o2 toztured, was guyl⸗ 
tv, and did knowe, and coulde deliuer trueth of che 
wherewith he was charged: ſo as it was firſt aſſured, 
no innocent was at any time toꝛmented, and the racke was 
neuer bed to wing out confeſſions at aduenture vpon un⸗ 
cetteinties, in which doing, it might bee pollible that an in- 
nocent in that caſe might haue bene racked, 
Fourchlp, that none of them hath bene racked oz coꝛtu⸗ 
red, vuleſſe hee had firſt ſapd expzeflely, 02 amounting to 
almuch, that he wil not tell the cruech,chough the Queene 
commaund him, And if any of them being examined did ſap 
be could not tell, o2 did not remember, if hee woulde ſo af- 
firme in ſuch maner as Chꝛiſtians among Chyiſtians are 
beleeucd, ſuch his anſwere was accepted, if there were not 
apparant euidence to pzoue þ he wilfully ſaid vntruely. But 
if he ſatd p his anſwere in delivering crueth,ſhoulde hurt a 
Catholike,and ſo be an offence againſt charitie, which they 
ſaid to be ſinne,and that the Queene coulde not commande 
chem to ſinne, and therefoe, howſoeuer the Queene com- 
maunded, they would not tell the trueth, which they were 
knoten to know, oꝛ to ſuch effect : they were then put to 
the toxture,oz els not. | 
Fifey,that the pꝛoceeding to tozture was alway ſo ſlowly, 
ſo vnwillingly, and wich ſo many pꝛepar arations of per 
ſwaſious to ſpare themſelues, and ſo many meanes to let 
them know that the trueth was by them to be vttered, both 
in duetie to her Maieſtie, & in wiſedome fo2 themſe lues, as 
whoſoeuer was pꝛeſẽt at thole actiõs, muſt needes acknows 
ledge in her Paieſties miniſters, a ful purpoſe to follow þ 
example of her owne moſt gratious diſpoſition : whome 
God long pꝛeſerue. 
Thus it appeareth, þ albeit by the moꝛe generall lawes 
of nations, toꝛture hath bene. and is lawfully iudged to be v⸗ 
ſed in leſſer caſes, and in ſharper maner fo; inquiſition of 
eruethin crimes not ſo ucere extending to publike danger, 
as 


as theſe bngratiuus perſons haue committed, whoſe conſp6- 


racies and the particularic 
and behoue to haue diſcloſed, pet euenin that neceſſar ie vſe 
of ſuch pzoceeding, enfozced by p offenders notozious obſti« 
nacic,is neuerthelelle co be acknowledged, the werte tent« 
perature ot her Maieſties milde and grattousclemencie, & 
their ſlaunderous lewdenes to be the moze condemned, chat 
baue in fauour of hapnous malefactours, and ſtubbozne 
traytoꝛs, ſpʒed vntrue rumoꝛs and ſlaunders to make her 
mercifull gouernment diſliked vnder falſe pzecence, g ru⸗ 
IIS = crueltie, to thoſe againſt whome 

nothing can be cruel, and pet vpon whome nothing hach 

bene done, but gentle and merciful, 


ities thereof it did ſo much impoꝛt 
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